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What is School Smarts?  
 
 School Smarts is a research-based program designed by 

the California State PTA to: 
 

• Foster parent engagement in schools  

• Support parents as children’s first teachers 

• Be a catalyst for inclusiveness at schools 

• Develop future parent leaders 

• Increase the number of parent volunteers 

• Encourage parents to advocate for a complete and quality 
education  that includes the arts. 
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What Does the School Smarts 

Program Consist of?    
 

• Parent Engagement Night 

 

• Seven Week Parent Academy 

• Curriculum 

• Arts Activity 

• Community and Relationship Building 
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• Supports guiding principle that “parental  

 involvement and community engagement are integral  

 to student success” 

 

• Helps parents build a stronger foundation to support their own          

children and effectively engage with their schools. 

 

• Builds local PTA capacity 

 

• Creates parent leaders who will actively promote 

 a quality education in their schools and beyond. 
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4 

                
     What are the benefits of School Smarts? 
 



18% 

25% 

16% 

22% 

21% 

23% 

30% 

61% 

76% 

72% 

73% 

70% 

79% 

84% 

Arts education opportunities for my child at the
school

Role and importance of arts in my child’s 
education 

What my child needs to be prepared for college

How my child’s educational progress is 
measured 

What my child should be learning at each grade
level

Understanding the different ways that children
learn

How to support my child’s learning at home 

Post-Academy Pre-Academy

n=663 

Percent of parents who said “I feel very well informed”  
in pre- and post-Academy surveys 



18% 

21% 

35% 

23% 

54% 

39% 

16% 

28% 

61% 

79% 

83% 

72% 

88% 

84% 

73% 

79% 

Arts education opportunities for my child at the
school

What parents can do to make changes at my
school

Opportunities  to get involved at my school

How to effectively communicate with other
parents

How to effectively communicate with my child’s 
teacher 

How to effectively communicate with my
principal

How the school system is structured

How to get accurate information at my school

Post-Academy Pre-Academy

n=663 

Percent of parents who said “I feel very well informed”  
in pre- and post-Academy surveys 



n=646 

46% 

43% 

56% 

71% 

90% 

67% 

84% 

84% 

94% 

100% 

Attend a school site council meeting

Attend an ELAC meeting

Attend a PTA meeting

Volunteer to assist my child's teacher

Contact my child’s teacher about an 
issue with my child 

Post Academy Pre-Academy

Percent of parents who said I would be “definitely” or very 
likely” to do this  in pre- and post-Academy surveys 



n=646 

43% 

33% 

54% 

44% 

73% 

69% 

57% 

52% 

74% 

92% 

Speak at a school board meeting about an
important issue

Lead a parent committee or organization

Participate in a parent committee

Attend a school board meeting

Talk to my principal about an important issue

Post Academy Pre-Academy

Percent of parents who said I would be “definitely” or very 
likely” to do this  in pre- and post-Academy surveys 



 
2013-2014 School Smarts Highlights in 

Numbers:  
 

 

 

 

13 school districts 

7 returning districts  

6 new districts  

50 elementary schools 

1,000 parents trained  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Arabic Community Pilot Program, Alameda 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

School Smarts a part of  the Alameda COE story 
 



 
 

Doris Dickson Elementary, Chino Valley 

 

 



 
 

Ivanhoe Elementary School, Visalia 

 

 



 
 

Lakeside Farms Elementary School, Lakeside Union 

 

 



 
 

San Antonio Elementary School, Pomona 

 

 



 
 

Sunshine Gardens, South San Francisco 

 

 



 
 

Edison Language Academy, Santa Monica Malibu 

 

 



 
 

Edison Language Academy, Santa Monica Malibu 

 

 



 
 

Edison Language Academy, Santa Monica Malibu 

 

 



 
 

F.C. Joyce Elementary School, Twin Rivers 

 

 



 
 

Visitation Valley Elementary School, San Francisco 

 

 



 
 

Visitation Valley Elementary School, San Francisco 

 

 



 
 

Valley View Elementary, Pleasanton  

 

 



Questions 


