Genealogy Info from excerpts of Jan’s email of Oct. 17, 1999

We had a good trip to the midwest, thanks for asking.  A most enjoyable

part was our sidetrip to Missouri.  We lodged in Hannibal, which is

right on the Mississippi, so we did some touristy things like a

riverboat ride, toured Mark Twain's boyhood home, and had lunch one day

overlooking the river.  Hannibal, as you can imagine, seriously caters

to tourists, capitalizing on Mark Twain having lived there and being the

setting for the Huck Finn/Tom Sawyer stories.

The town also has a decent genealogy center in its library and I spent

maybe five hours there over a couple of days.  Michael was very sweet

about it and was happy to sit and read part of the time.  One day he did

some sightseeing on his own while I researched.  What did I find?  Well,

I learned the whereabouts of some Krigbaum graves near Perry, which I

wanted to see anyway, so one day we drove down there.  We located the

graves of Jacob Riley Krigbaum and his wife, Mary Jane Goodnight.  They

were the parents of "Doc" - William Harrison Krigbaum - dad of our

grandma Minnie.  Doc and his wife Elizabeth Jane Danforth (Lizzie) are

buried next to them.  And, here was a surprise, Dad's brother Pearl is

buried next to Doc.  I wasn't sure when he had died; the gravestone said

1933.  He was born in 1903, so he was just 30.  Mom thinks she remembers

that he also took his life - that remains to be proven.  I searched old

Hannibal newspapers for an obit on him, but found none.  If I'd had time

I would have searched Perry papers - I only learned of their existence

the day we were leaving the area.

Perry is a tiny farming community and I suspect it doesn't look much

different than when Dad was born.  It has no library of its own, but

there is one at Center City, about 10 miles away toward Hannibal.  (We

checked out that library but found nothing - it was very small.)  I took

some pictures of homes on the street in Perry where Minnie lived with

her parents after divorcing Riley Davidson.  I don't know which house it

was for sure.  Wish I'd known some specific addresses/locations of the

family farm and homes.  Maybe I'll get back there someday.

I also learned of the existence of the will of the first Jacob Riley K.

He names several children as heirs, including the 2nd Jacob, our direct

ancestor.  I will be eager to locate a copy of the will soon as I get to

it.

I searched at every turn for Davidsons, but still have found nothing.

I'm beginning to wonder if Riley was from the southern part of the state

where there were tons of Davidsons.  I just can't find a connection to

the few up north.  And somewhere there has to be a record of his death!

I've searched Missouri death records - nothing.  Mom mentioned Terre

Haute one day, that Dad was there as a young man for a time.  Maybe his

dad was, too.  So I will request a search for a death record on him in

Indiana and see what happens.  I had assumed he died in Missouri.

