Genealogy info excerpts from Jan’s email of Oct. 23, 1999

What an interesting email!  I appreciate the stories, especially from

the standpoint that you (being a bit older) have knowledge/memories that

I don't.  I certainly didn't know about a connection between Dillinger

and Dean, but the dates and places certainly coincide.  Do you know

anything about who Dean's mother was?  How much age difference was there

between Dad and Dean - approximately?  It certainly seems likely that

Riley was in Terre Haute at some point, and, avoiding assumption, it

would explain why I can't find him dead in Missouri!  Presumably, he

married someone after Minnie and he divorced (resulting in Dean and

whoever else).  I will search Indiana records for some trace of him.  If

I can narrow down a closer death date it will help - like, when was he

last known to be alive.  I'll try to determine that by finding him in a

census record, or even a birth record (of a child of his).  Mom said

many years ago that Dad found him dead.  Do you know that to be true?

I wouldn't be surprised at much of anything in our family background,

including that Dad may have been a fighter.  He certainly smacked Mom

often enough, and some of the kids.  I learned at a very young age to

keep very still, so that I wouldn't be noticed by him.  It was a hard

thing to deal with as I grew older - to learn that it was okay to talk,

or to receive attention.  As to whether mental problems followed the

generations, I certainly believe they did.  Do you believe generational

curses exist?  I think they do - like "familiar" (as in "family")

spirits.  I think the same demons pass from generation to generation.  I

saw that demonstrated after Tony's dad died and we moved to Yarnell.

The demons didn't waste any time moving into Tony once we moved into

that house where his dad had died.  It may sound weird and eerie, but I

believe it because I saw it.

