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My genealogy research has turned up nothing significant in the Davidson

line in 12 years!  I keep gathering names and info, but haven't yet made

that vital link: who were Riley Davidson's parents?  That's the burning

question.  I have read census records for three states from 1880 and

haven't found him.  He was born in 1879, I believe in Missouri.  But I

looked in KY and NC when I didn't find him in MO, as there are reasons

to believe family came through those states.  Truth is, he was probably

about 4 months old at the time of the census taking and could have been

referred to as "infant," which tells us nothing.  The main problem is

that the Davidsons were/are a prolific bunch!  

Michael and I will be in Chicago the end of August to see his family and

we plan to extend our trip by a few days to drive down to the Ralls Co,

Missouri area, about 6 hours away.  I can realistically steal a few

hours to "bone hunt" in a genealogy library without boring Michael to

tears.  Other than that, I plan to look up where the "Jacobs" (Grandma

Minnie's ancestors) were buried, and perhaps where they farmed (though

that is doubtless city property now).  There were three Jacob Riley

Krigbaums:  Sr, Jr, and the one I call "III."  JRK III was William

Harrison (Doc) Krigbaum's dad, and Doc was Grandma's dad.  JRK Sr (our

gggg-grandfather) was born in about 1760, I believe in New England, and

I think his father was the German-born immigrant.  I'm real close to

putting that together, but Krigbaum is a much easier name to research! 

Interesting to note, Jacob Sr and his son John are listed as slave

owners in the 1830 Ralls Co, MO census.  Jacob had 6, John 3.  I

recently found several Krigbaums listed in a group that formed a Baptist

church in Ralls in 1840; there were three with the Krigbaum name listed

as "colored."  Indication that they were slaves, as slaves often carried

the last name of their masters.  It's fascinating stuff, and a fun

hobby.

